
August is like the Sunday of summer. It feels like we were celebrating 
July 4 just yesterday. Soon weekends at the beach or the lake will be 
replaced with football parties.

This summer was extra special for DENTCO, 
as we celebrated our 40th year with the entire 
company during our annual Spirit Week. Our 
team is also our family, and it gives me great 
pride to come to work each day with such a 
tremendous group. 

Although it’s still sizzling hot outside, winter is 
just around the corner, and you never know what 
Mother Nature will do. If your winter snow removal plans are not 
already in place, we invite you to let DENTCO show you why we 

are the industry leader in Exterior Services Management. Having 
a solid procedure in place will allow you 
to keep your stores open and running 

efficiently. 

I would like to thank 
you for your business. 
If we have not had the 
opportunity to meet, I 
look forward to doing so 
in the future—perhaps at 
PRSM Mid-Year!

Summer 2017

1161 East Clark Road, Suites 124-134, DeWitt, MI 48820-8312 
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The 2017 Spirit Week & Educational Summit was perhaps our busiest 
and largest yet. Our Committee of 16 DENTCO team members 
had much to do and plan. Committee duties included, but were not 
limited to, daily team building, breakfast, lunch and dinners (we 
served over 1,000 meals), evening activities, shopping, DENTCO 
swag, decorations, Casual for a Cause and communications!  

We had our traditional Monday Night Steak Fry with karaoke and a 
Euchre tournament. Tuesday evening brought our first Charity Ball 
featuring music from the 70s, 80s, 90s 2000s, and 2010s and the 
money raised from the event went to the Cancer Society! 

Between the photo booth pictures and the silent auction over 

$600.00 was raised for the Cancer Society.

While it all sounds like fun and games – and well, yes it is – we 
do indeed stay on top of taking care of our customers and tuck in 
some educational seminars as well. This year our Customer Service 
Team, Quality Services Team, Work Order Team and National 
Account Managers all partook in a Tree and Pruning Workshop, 
presented by Dr. Robert Schutzki from Michigan State University, 
and a commercial irrigation program presented by Ray Dueweke 
and John Andrus of Spartan Irrigation Distributors. Our entire 
team enjoyed the presentation “Integrating Balance into Your Life” 
presented by Rein Kansma.

2017 Spirit Week & Educational Summit

DENTCO Team Aerial view of DENTCO’s 40th Anniversary Formation  

Congratulations Kara, on 20 Years!
Kara Simmons (Dent) is celebrating 20 
years of service with DENTCO. She 
currently leads our Contracts and Proposals 
department, but as is the case with many 
long term employees, her history is a long 
and winding road.

Kara began her career with DENTCO 
in 1997, in what was a newly created 
position at the time. In that initial role, she 
was responsible for providing everything 
from inspection pictures, proposals, sales 
meetings, contracts, and performance 
reports. As the company began to grow, her 
role had to become more finite. Today, she leads a team of five and 
is responsible for ensuring customer proposals, as well as contracts 
for both our customers and contractor partners, are prepared and 
executed.

She feels DENTCO is poised for another large growth spurt and 
is looking forward to seeing where the future takes the company. 

“While looking backwards can be fun and nostalgic, I’m always on 
the lookout for the next technological advancement or industry 
trend that can help take DENTCO, and my career, to the next level.”

Kara lives in the metro Lansing, Michigan area with her husband of 
20 years and 16 year old daughter.  

Justin Dent, Scott Milnes, Sue Bosscher, Kara Simmons (Dent), Teresa Phelps, Brian Wooton  



Spirit Week Photos

Team Building: (left to right back row) Christine Shipps, Sarah Heist, Sandy Crambell, 
Carlos Burguillo, Mel Zemer, Jenn Kelly, (front left to right) Lori Robinson, Mary Collins

Rockin the 80’s: (left to right) Kendra Schneider, Missa Benjamin, Allison Sloat

Casual for a Cause
Spirit Week wouldn’t be without our usual “Casual for a Cause” 
casual dress fundraiser. For a donation of $5.00, employees could 
wear casual attire all week. Plus, the committee offered special 
drawings for extra casual days, gift baskets, and computer sales that 
all added up to over $1,500.00 in revenue generated to give to 4 
worthy programs:

Spirit Week Quotes
“Great job! Best Spirit Week since I have been here.”

TEAM-BUILDING 
“Working as a team to accomplish a certain goal is always beneficial. I 

enjoyed the team time.”

LUNCH
“DENTCO did an awesome job feeding all the troops all week long. I 

enjoyed the meals, nice variety, and they were all very good”

EVENING ACTIVITIES
“I really enjoyed the ability to talk to people I don’t normally talk to in 

the normal course of a work day, and that I got to spend time with all the 
QSMs who work outside of the office.”

SWAG
“I was happy to receive a little surprise every day. I am happy to be a 

part of a group that is so giving.”

CASUAL-FOR-A-CAUSE
“It’s great to dress down but it’s amazing to see the way everyone comes 

together to raise money for a charity.”

PLANNING COMMITTEE
“Spirit Week planning and those involved blow me away each year. I can 

only imagine how tough and complex this is to pull off, yet you do it 
year after year. I am grateful.”

Mid Michigan Cat Rescue Bikers for Books

The Capital Area Literacy 
Coalition

Special Olympics Area 28

DENTCO’s 2017 Spirit Week Committee: (left to right) Scott Milnes, Lesley Dunham, 
Sue Bosscher, Sara Howe, Mel Zemer, Nicki Bergey, Jessica Schultz, Crystal 
Brownlee, Ben Lott, Dawn Moroney, Carrie Brandell, Rachelle Hoffmeyer, Jennifer 
Malantinsky,Tori Bondy, Kristie Sadler, Ariel Plett, (not pictured) Missa Benjamin, 
Carlos Burguillo, Melissa Klaahsen, Kyle Matson 



Exterior Services Management®
Dark Property Management

Snow & Ice Management
Exterior Asset Inventory

Parking Lot Management
Landscape Management
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PRSM Mid-Year 
Conference   
September 6-8, 2017
Indianapolis, IN
BOOTH 313

While we may be in the midst of summer, the cooler months are 
already closing in on us. One of the first signs that summer is nearing 
its end and fall is approaching is the beautiful transformation of the 
leaves on the trees. And when those leaves fall, so begins the time 
for fall cleanup.

Proper leaf cleanup in the fall is a crucial component of ensuring 
the lawn looks its best come the spring. If a fall cleanup is not 
completed properly, several problems can occur. Leaves left on the 
lawn suffocate it by depriving the turf of oxygen and sunlight. This will cause brown patches 
or a decline in the overall health of the lawn. In addition, these leaves can trap moisture 
within the turf which can create additional issues such as fungus.

Other key components of a full fall cleanup are typically a fall pruning to ensure a neat winter 
appearance and to prevent snow and ice damage. Perennial flowers and ornamental grasses 
are cut back to promote proper spring growth. Some would even recommend a fall mulch 
turning and fall fertilizer to aid in a healthy turf. Putting in the time to complete a proper 
cleanup in the fall will help to ensure you are starting the spring off in the right direction with 
a crisp landscape.

Kailee DeWitt
National Account

Manager

N.A.M.
National Account ManagerChat


